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Swati Tirunal whose Tutor Subba Rao was.   This oil painting is a token of the high regard His Highness had for his tutor.   It has to be recalled in this connection that Swati Tirunal Maharaja was not only a statesman of the first order, but was also a   scholar, musician and composer   in   more   than   seven Indian languages, and a   well-known patron of   painting, The first impetus to painting on modern lines in Travancore was given by His Highness Swati Tirunal (1829-4?) who invited to his court one Alagiri Naidu, a native of Madura, considered to be the best painter of the day.   It was this Alagiri Naidu who executed, under Royal command, the painting of Dewan Subba Rao, which is even today seen in this gallery. An arresting  picture, " Fiery Thoughts/' by the  well-known painter, Nicholas Roerich is a present by the painter himself.   The Royal Armoury is a living illustration of the military exploits of former   Rulers  of   Travancore.   The collection   includes swords, spears, daggers, rapiers and guns of every type.   Most of these weapons have a history of their own in the shaping of Travancore  as it is today and are of the Portuguese, Dutch and early  English periods.   One weapon which attracts considerable   attention is   the eight feet long rifle used by  a Commander-in-Chief of the Travancore Army   in the seventeenth century, known in history as " Valia Ejman ", who was of a towering and gigantic stature whose exploits are narrated throughout the country with pride,   The array of battle-axes displayed in this room is reminiscent of the troublesome days Travancore had in the conquest and consolidation of the minor principalities.   There is also in this room a silver spade with ivory handle with which Maharaja Martanda Varma cut the first soil of the well-known Anantha Martanda Varma Victoria. Canal f rom Trivandrurn towards the south,.   Another inteissfc ing exhibit is the antique binocular presented in 1870 by the Duke of Edinburgh to His Highness the Maharaja of Travancore.   Here is another interesting, exhibit, the Swarabat oa